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I D O S S I E R  
Y O U N G S T E R S  
AND TEACHERS 
IN CONTRAST WITH THE IMAGE OF THE UNIVERSAL SAGES, OLD 
AND RELIABLE AS STONE WALLS, CATALAN SOCIETY HAS THE 
RIGHT TO COME UP WITH A VERY DIFFERENT WAY OF GOING 
ABOUT EDUCATION: GROUP LEADERS SPEND THEIR WEEKENDS AND 
HOURS OF THEIR FREE TIME WORKING WITH OTHERS, GIVING 
THEM SUPPORT, PASSING ON TO THEM THE JOYS OF LIFE. 
I G N A S I  R I E R A  W R I T E R  
ecause we worry -and how!- 
about delinquent and pre-delin- 
quent youths, social misfits, drug 
addicts, etc., we tend to forget that there 
are also the others, young people with 
drive and limitless generosity. 
It's not easy for them because the society 
they've inherited is a difficult one, with 
clear touches of aggressiveness, the 
"white-collar" society, the society of ag- 
gressive young executives who'll do 
anything to win, whatever the cost and 
come what may, and also the society of 
those who, from a very early age, have 
begun to take their place as social mis- 
fits, often starting out as failures at the 
compulsory levels of education. 1 stress 
the media's capacity for oversimplifica- 
tion, and their unhealthy obsession with 
seeing the most acute cases at both ex- 
tremes, either defending the cold, un- 
scrupulous, well-trained young success 
story, or else using the others as genuine 
paradigms of young people in general. 
Once again, we can only say that the ma- 
jority don't belong to either of these two 
clubs. 
Amongst the majority sector, things 
aren't so simple: they study -far more 
than their parents ever did-, but they 
know it will be very difficult to get any 
financia1 return out of what they learn, 
because there's not much steady work on 
the market and they've got a rough ride 
ahead of them when it comes to finding 
a job. 
The bulk of these young people were 
born into a television society, in which 
timetables are established according to 
the time the television series start. They 
realise that tele-addiction affects adults 
more than it does them. They like music, 
which has become a universal language, 
a true meeting-point. They don't see sex 
from the point of view of taboos, prohi- 
bitions or unhealthy obsessions. Never- 
theless, the presence of AIDS has made 
them act with more caution. 
One unnewsworthy characteristic com- 
mon to these young people is that they 
haven't got any money or not enough. Or 
rather, if they've got any it's because 
their parents have given it to them. But 
it's very difficult for them to earn it. 
Their parents never experienced this; 
they started work very young, often in 
bad working conditions and for starva- 
tion wages. But ... they earned money. 
And that made them more independent. 
They planned their future on the basis of 
the realisation that "If 1 carry on working 
1'11 earn enough to be independent". Now 
things have changed. Some people take 
advantage of this to criticize the growing 
immaturity of these young people who 
depend too much on their parents. Who 
offers them a more adult solution? 1 
stress this point to make it clear that the 
young people in this group who devote 
themselves to social work for the good 
of the community -and who initially do 
so unpaid, free, gratis and for nothing- 
will one day begin to think it would be 
normal to be able to support themselves 
on the social work they do. They defend 
this idea, and 1 think they're right, refer- 
ring to the "civilian wage": the surplus 
value of their work isn't concentrated in 
a product the market values more highly 
but in the well-being of the whole of so- 
ciety. In other words, if a young person's 
solidaristic work benefits society, is it so 
absurd that the society should repay it in 
money? This debate is too clandestine to- 
day. Those who support volunteer activi- 
ties often do so from a different view- 
point: that of the professional who makes 
a good living and gives up part of his free 
time to make others happier. Could this 
volunteer be a volunteer if he didn't have 
a steady job? 
But leaving aside questions of economics 
and unemployment, a lot of young peo- 
ple do in fact commit themselves to 
works of solidarity. They contribute a lot 
and, at the same time, they learn a lot. 
Whereas before, under the dictatorship of 
General Franco, a lot of young people or- 
ganised to fight against a regime without 
political freedom, now they organise in 
favour of the freedom and rights of 
others, the Third World or the Fourth 
World. They also organise in groups that 
practise conscientious objection so as to 
do the Substitute Social Service or alter- 
native (and legal) civil service rather than 
Military ser&& Others declare them- 
selves insubmissive, and risk being im- 
prisoned and carry out campaigns to de- 
fend their ideas. The number of 
conscientious objectors and insubmis- 
sives in Catalonia is growing. There are 
also important ecology movements, from 
anti-nuclear activists to those who help 
clean up woodland and beaches. 
There are beginning to be more and more 
young people in voluntary social work. 
For example, there are those who visit 
old people living alone, helping them to 
clean the house, to cook, to wash, and 
even taking them out into the streets of 
the city or putting them in touch with 
Homes or Day Centres, where they are 
looked after during the week. 
Awareness towards the Third World is 
growing: the University of Barcelona has 
just (March 1996) started a Foundation 
for Solidarity to cooperate in established 
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movements for solidarity, such as Met- 
ges sense Fronteres, or aid to refugees, 
such as the UNHCR. 
Last, but not least, is the movement made 
up of group leaders for children's sports, 
for the "esplais" (free-time organisations 
for children, outside the family and 
school), which involves organising work- 
shops, short courses, outings during 
the year, summer camps. The young 
teachers, according to this hypothesis, 
learn as they teach and teach as they 
learn. The official ignorance of those 
who just say that young people live aim- 
lessly, without positive objectives, is dis- 
gusting in its unfairness. 
